
 Q&A with Jane Fallon 
 Tell us a little bit about your new book Just. Got. Real.? 

 Encouraged by her teenage daughter Joni starts online dating. Insecure she uses her younger sister’s 
 pictures. She gets talking to Ant who seems to be the perfect package – except that once they start 
 seeing each other (she having contrived to meet him in the real world because she can’t admit to being a 
 catfish) she realises that the only genuine thing about him are his photos. Everything else is a lie … 

 Have you always wanted to be an author? 

 Always. I remember writing ‘books’ from the age of about 5 and trying to persuade my dad to sell them in 
 our newsagents. Sadly he never did. 

 Where do you find your inspiration when writing? 

 Everywhere. I’m fascinated by people’s stories so I quiz everyone I meet about what’s going on in their 
 personal lives. Most of my friends won’t tell me now, so I ask about their other friends instead. 

 What kind of research do you do, and how long do you spend researching before beginning a 
 book? 

 I don’t really research unless I come up against a very specific thing I need to have a basic 
 understanding of somewhere along the way. Or I’ll go and wander round an area where I’m thinking I 
 might set something. But I tend to write about worlds and places I know. 

 What are your three favourite books? 

 That’s too hard! I always mention In Cold Blood by Truman Capote because I’ve read it about 10 times. 
 It’s an astonishing piece of work. And then I just can’t pick. I read two or three books a week 

 You can invite three people to enjoy a glass of rosé with, past or present, who would you invite? 

 Someone from an entirely different world like Boudica. I have no idea if we’d even be able to understand 
 each other but I’d give it a good go. A feisty Tudor like Anne Boleyn. And Charlotte Bronte. It might not 
 be a barrel of laughs but who wouldn’t want to be able to get a first hand insight into history? 

 What is the best piece of advice you have ever been given? 

 Stop being so self conscious – everyone is way too worried about how they’re doing themselves to be 
 watching you. 

 Do you have any advice for aspiring authors? 

 Don’t give up. I didn’t get published till I was 46. And keep writing. You’ll get better and better and find 
 your own unique style. 

 Which profession do you look at and think: 
 “I’d love to be able to do that?” 

 Pretty much anything sporty. Aside from writing, my two ambitions when I was young were to be a 
 gymnast or a vet, so my ideal job would combine all three. 



 Quick fire round 
 Where is your favourite place to write? 
 My sunny living room at home. 

 Does writing energize or exhaust you? 
 When it’s going well it definitely energizes me. 

 What motivates you? 
 That I’m finally doing my dream job and I don’t 
 want to mess it up. 

 What are 3 words to describe yourself? 
 Self-contained, loyal, funnyish 

 What are you grateful for? 
 So much. Partner, family, health. All the big stuff. 

 What is one thing everyone should do? 
 Take the time to get to know a farm animal. They 
 have different personalities, fears, likes, just like 
 us. 

 What are you reading right now? 
 Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng and Dirty 
 Little Secrets by Jo Spain 

 What 3 things you can’t leave the house 
 without? 
 Phone, keys, cards. I never carry a bag so I travel 
 light. 

 How many hours a day do you write? 
 About 3-4 

 Where’s your favourite place to enjoy a chilled 
 glass of rosé? 
 My back garden 
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