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Happy International Rosé Day: 20 top rosé wines
to try

It's the weekend, and Friday 26 June 2020 is International Rosé Day - what better excuse to crack open some of the

best bottles around? We recommend 2o top picks lor long summer days...
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The popularity of rosé shows no sign ol abating. with sales soaring alongside the

lemneratures. 1 seems wine drinkers ean’l mel enonerh. sand like 1o share their rose



experience oo - there are more than 4.5 million Instagram snaps Lagged =rosé.

So whal makes the perfect rosé? Firstly, don't gel loo hung up on Uhe colour, It's a fallacy
that pale equals beller. Yes. most Provence rose is a paler shade of pink, hul thal shade is
certainly no guarantee of quality - or characler.

Which brings us neatly on Lo the next poinl. While we may nol demand complexily [rom a

wine thal we'll likely be enjoving in the sunshine. we should demand character. Some

roseés are jusl loo neutral for their own good. A weight of juicy [ruit balanced by crisp

acidity; thal's the secrel ol many a successiul rose,

Freshness is kev in any style of rosé, whether iU’s meant 1o be lean and eleganl or more
robusl. Il a rosé wine isn'l refreshing. it has lost ils raison d'étre. For this reason, it’s a
zood rule of Ummb Lo seek oul the voungest vintage possible, The round-up below
includes a wine from 2016 which displays greal complexity and relains freshness - il's
probably the exceplion rather than the rule, however.,

Masl roses go nowhere near a barrel, vinified in slainless steel o maximise clean, resh
[lavours. But yvou do find the occasional rosé that has spenl some lime in large, old oak
barrels - il can add lexture and complexity, and can make for a more gastronomic style.
Perfect as an aperilil, rose in general can also be a greal food mateh - including for
lapas. charcuterie, Asian dishes, fish and chicken dishes.

Provence still holds sway in the rosé Kingdom, with wines made principally (rom
Grenache. Cinsault and Svrah. Typically vou'll find notes of red berry fruit. (grapefruit)
citrus and while flowers in these wines, and a crisp elezance. Bul lake off vour Provence
rosé blinkers and there’s a world ol other exciling rosé wailing lo be discovered. Pinol
Noir from England. Malbee lvom Argentina, Sangiovese from Tuscany. And more. We've
listed 20 rosés below to help vou explore.

Look oul for the Provence rosé panel lasting in the \ugus issue ol Decanler, on sale 1
July.

20 of the besl rosé wines Lo try this summer

Masi. Rosa dei Masi Rosato, Veneto, Italy, 2019

+ Add 1o My Wines

Fresh raspberry aromas. with earthy-phenolic notes. juicy palate with

parlially dried grapes.

rl Domaine la Croix Belle, Le Champ des Grillons,
: Cotes de Thongue. 2010

+ Add to My Wines

Beauliful blush, very pale pink colour. Lovely fresh appeal. o real crowd

pleaser in that its easy drinking and would be wonderful ice cold on a
warm summer's day but it's got a nice depth of strawberry [ruits that
| lingers on Lhe longue. Very halanced, dry with sublle acidity thal...

i3 Domaine Lafage, Miraflors Rosé. Cotes du
T Roussillon. 2019

+ Add to My Wines

/ 11's always nice 1o find a delicions, light, juicy rosé oulside of Provence.

Lexture and a long, complex, aromatic linish, Made with a percenlage of
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SUUICEU PO GICTEICHE G QU NOLE VIIES SO UGS SU-YCals-
old, logether with a portion of younger Mourvedre, this is made from
early-picked grapes Lo ensure a [resher slyle and pressed wilhoul

erushing for an incredibly pale hue....

Mirabeau. Floile. Cotes de Provence. Provence.
2010

+ Add to My Wines

A fruil-lorward nose with sofl, green apple and pear noles coming
through alongside lemon and ripe apricot. 1Us definitely a ditferent styvle
Lo the Pure and Classic wines in Mirabeu's range, wilh a Langy acidity
giving lreshness and energy, plus a focus on stone [rail and crunchy

citrus flavours. This...

Points 91

Barone Ricasoli. Albia. Tuscany. Italy, zo19
+ Add to My Wines

New on the shelves al Wailrose, this Tuscan blend ol Sangiovese and
Merlol is quile a serions style of rosé. An atlractive pale rose gold in
the glass, il's pretty on the nose. citrussy, Horal and juicy Lo Laste,
with red berry [ruil, and good acidity, Delicious as an aperilil....

Points

Chateau des Ferrages, Roumery Rosé, 2010

+ Add to My Wines

This Provence estate is owned by the Rhone firm Chapoulier.
Archetypal Provence styvlistically. it's pale. crisp and elegant, with
aromas of grapelmil, white llowers and redeurrants. The perfect

aperitil on a warm summer's evening.

Costaripa. Molmenti, Valtenesi. Lombardy, Italy.
20106

+ Add to My Wines

This is a lascinating wine. My heart sank when | saw the vinlage on the
label - a 2016 rosé?! Trust me, il's still fresh, and delicious, the evolution
lending real complexily and interest, A coppery hue in the glass, then
aromas ol cherry, pol pourri. almost slightly nutly. There's...

Domaine de Triennes, Rosé, Méditerranée IGP,
2018
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+ Add 1o My Wines

Domaine de Triennes is a partnership between bwo greal names in
Burgundy: Jacques Sevss of Domaine Dujac and aubert de Villaine of
Domaine de la Romanée Conli. $o the qualily is unsurprising. Cinsaunlt-
dominated. this otfers the perfect balance between fresh red berry [ruil
and citrus, erisp acidity and elegance. Vibrant...

Santa Tresa. Rosa di Santa Tresa. Terre Siciliane,
2010

+ Add 1o My Wines

This 50/50 blend of Nero d'Avola and Frappato comes {rom a small
orzanic estate in sontheastern sicily, A pretly onion-skin copper-pink,
wilh [ruity aromas of strawberry, peach and melon. Thal Sicilian
stinshine adds riper notes of stone [ruit alongside strawberry and
cherry, all balanced by fresh lemon-and-lime acidity, Lees-azeine...

Simpsons Wine Estate, Pinot Noir Rosé. England.
2010

+ Add to My Wines

You'd be hard pressed Lo pul this in Eneland il lasted blind. Charles and
Ruth Simpson have been making wine in southern France for 18 vears,
and returned to the UK in zo12 to buy this estate in kenl's chalky North
Downs. Their impressive rosé is full of soft, juicy...

Blackbook Winery, I'd Rather Be A Rebel Pinot Noir
Rosé

+ Add to My Wines

The label should give vou a clue that this is an unconventional wine,
Blackbook Winery isa

railwayv arch in Batlersea. London. The fruit for this strawberry-scented

irhan winery that operales [rom under a

rosé came [rom a south-lacing vinevard in Essex planted in 2006, and
Lhe wine was vinilied...

Chateau de Miniére, Rosé de Miniére, Loire,
France, 20109

+ Add to My Wines

I vourre bored with Provencal rosé, why not Ly Lhis classy organic
Cabernel Frane rosé [rom Bourgueil in the Loire? There's a lovely
weight ol juicy. tangy red berry [ruil - think wild strawberries - citrus.
almost a saline edge, and good acidily, Cool-climale roseé, compeltilively

priced.




| Cune. Rioja Rosada, Rioja, Rioja, Spain, 2018
+ Add 1o My Wines
This blend ol Viura and Tempranillo is a real crowd-pleaser for summer
parties. Appealing strawberry and citrus aromas lead Lo a fresh and

.} rnity palate with really zingy acidity. Lots of strawberry fruit on the
f palate, with crisp grapelruil on the finish.

Joseph Mellot, Sancerre Rosé Le Rabault, Sancerre.
2010

+ Add 1o My Wines

The Mellot family owns vineyards across the Loire, and have been
involved in winemaking lor live cenluries, Made [rom 2o0-vear-old Pinol
Noir vines zrown on clayv-limestone soils, this Sancerre rose is packed
wilh cherry and strawberry [ruil, fresh and balanced with good acidity.
Would be delicious served with charculerie or...

Pierre Jaurant. Languedoc Rosé. Languedoc-
Roussillon, 2019

+ Add 1o My Wines

Pale rose pink in colour. this blend of mainly Grenache and Cinsanll is
dry, with juicy. wild strawberry and (loral aromas. Sit in the garden on a
sunny evening, open this wilh a luna nigoise salad. and pretend vou're
in the South of France...

Ruffino, Aqua di Venus Rosé. Tuscany. Italy. 2019

+ Add 1o My Wines

True wine lovers shouldn'l be overly influenced by packaging, bul
whal a beauly this boltle is, inspired by Bollicelli's Birth of Venus.
Happily. This Tuscan rosé is a pleasure Lo drink too. A blend of Syrah.
Sangiovese and Pinol Grigio, it's restrained and Provencal in style,

bone-dry, wilh expressive aromas...

Points

Tesco, Finest Argentinian Malbee Rosé, Mendoza.
2010

+ Add o My Wines

Tesco has two Argentinian Malbec rosés, both al the same price - this
one, part of its Finest range, is the superior one. Made by leading
producer Catena, il has a small amount of Torronles blended in, and
lots of juicy, red berry fruil. Decent length.
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S 1 Tesco, Roseline Prestige Cotes de Provence Rosé.
| 2019

New in Tesco's range Lhis summer. this blend of Grenache and
Cinsault with a little Svrah is Tesco's priciest rosé after Miraval. The
packaging gives a clue Lo Lhe siyle - this is elezant bul with a good

weight in the mouth. Attractive coral colour in the glass, then lots...

o

Points 89

E Guigal, Cotes du Rhone Ros¢, Cotes du Rhone,

2018
/ \ +Add 1o My Wines
- . = Afairly full-bodied style. as rosés go. Salmon pink in the glass. then lots

al ripe strawberry [ruil lavours, Full of the warmth of the southern
Rhone, it conld do with a toneh more acidity bul is well made, as vou'd
expecl from Guigal. one of the Rhone's leading [amilies.

Lons pu: Rudye!
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Tesco, Coteaux d'Aix en Provence, Provence,
France. 2019

F

Any wine al around Lhe £7 mark with Provence on the label is bound Lo

weneriale interest (or ring alarm bells!). This isn'l going Lo win any prizes

i [or complexity, but it's certainly good value for Lhe price. Pale rose in
+ PNy
Lhe glass, iU's juicy, dry and [roil-lorward with aromas...

Points &8




